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CONPIDENTIAL BANGKOK 4494 
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TAGS: PPOR, TH, TW, CH 

SUBJECT: NEW TRAVEL DOCUMENT FOR ROC PASSPORTS TO THAILAND 
REF: (A) TAIPEI 1210 (B) BANGKOK 2166 

1 . A THAI POREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN HAS TOLD AN EMBASSY 
OPFICER THAT BEGINNING PEBRUARY 28, GROC PASSPORT HOLDERS 
WISHING TO TRAVEL TO THAILAND MUST SECURE A NEW TRAVEL 
DOCUMENT THAT WILL BE USED IN LIEU OP A GROC PASSPORT. 

THIS DOCUMENT WILL BE ISSUED EITHER IN TAIPEI OR HONG 
KONG. HOLDERS OP GROC PASSPORTS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED 
ENTRY INTO THAILAND ALTER THIS DATE. 

2. TWO WEEKS AGO, PRC PIRST SECRETARY, CHAO LIN TE, TOLD 
NEWSMEN THAT, ALTER MARCH 25, THE PRC WOULD NOT ISSUE 
VISAS ON GROC PASSPORTS. HE ADDED THAT THE RTG REACHED THIS 
DECISION IN AN EPFORT TO CLARIPY THE OVERSEAS CHINESE 
PROBLEM IN THAILAND. OVERSEAS CHINESE RESIDING IN 
THAILAND WILL HAVE THREE OPTIONS: (A) SWITCH TO A PRC 
PASSPORT; (B) REGISTER AS STATELESS; (C) BECOME A THAI 
CITIZEN. WHILE THE PRC EMBASSY HAS OPENLY RECOMMENDED THAT 
ALL OVERSEAS CHINESE SELECT ALTERNATIVE (C), THE RTG 
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STILL HAS NOT ALTERED ITS POLICY ON NATURALIZATION, WHICH, 
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IN ADDITION TO HIGH STATUTORY FEES, IS ERAUGHT WITH GRAET 
AND CORRUPTION. IT IS REPORTED THAT THE PUBLISHER OE THE 
BANGKOK CHINESE LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER, HSING HSIEN JIH PAU, 

HAD TO PAY BAHT 30,000 EOR EACH MEMBER OE HIS EAMILY TO BE 
NATURALIZED. THE SUCCESS OE THE RTG IN PUTTING OVERSEAS 
CHINESE IN ONE OE THE THREE CATEGORIES REMAINS TO BE SEEN. 
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